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Introduction 

The establishment of the new Republic of the Congo is complicated by a nota- 
ple lack of physical and cultural elements thet facilitate the development of 
national unity. The virtually landlocked republic is prectically coterminous 
with the Congo River Basin, but the unifying influence of the river system is 
limited by the great distances involved and the numerous interruptions to 
river traffic. Unification is further complicated by the existence of a pote 
pourri of highly diverse peoples unevenly distributed over 909,000 square miles 
of varied physical environments. Mineral resources are largely concentrated in 
one province and are so situated that the most suitable avenues of export cross 
foreign territory. The potential agricultural wealth has just begun to be 
tapped and the lowest level of subsistence farming is still widespread. Admin- 
istrative and technological training has been woefully inadequate, and local 
educational facilities fall far short of meeting the needs of a modern state. 


Population 

‘No one knows precisely how many people live in the Congo; however, an offi~ 
cial estimate in 1958 indicated a population of some 13.5 million. The Buropean 
population in 1958, before the recent large-scale exodus, totaled only 113,000, 
or less than 1 percent of the number of Congolese. Because of improving health 
conditions and a higher standard of living the Congolese birth rate has in- 
creased and the mortality rate has decreased. The population of the Congo, at 
the current growth rate, will double in 3 years. 


‘The people of the Congo are unevenly scattered throughout their vast. terri- 
tory, a land area almost as large as western Europe. More than half of the 
Congo ie sparsely occupied, and at least 10 percent te virtually uninhabited; 
on the other hand, sone areas are so overcrowded that resettlement projects 
have been attempted. 


‘The origin of the people of the Congo is obscure, but there is gone evidence 
thet, between the 10th and sth centuries, tribes belonging to the east and 
south African linguistic fomlly knowa as Bantu invaded the Congo and destroyed, 
repulsed, subjected, or absorbed older ethnic groups. Today, most of the Con- 
golese may be classified ac Bantu. They are @ collection of kindred peoples 
rather than e race and ere subdivided into hundreds of tribal affiliations each 
with its distinctive social and political structures. 


‘The non-Bantu people of the Congo include the Nilotic tribes in the north- 
east, the Sudanese who pushed back or absorbed the Bantu in the north, and a 
few remsining vygmles scattered throughout the east and north. Within the Congo 
the behavior pattern of each group is distinct enough to mike a visitor from 
nother tribe feel very much like a foreigner. 


Cultural heterogeneity is one of the underlying causes of the current unrest 
im the Congo. ‘Tribal allegiances are deeply intrenched, and there is so little 
avareness of belonging to a larger political entity that no single nation-wide 
political party has been able to emerge. The basis of political strength is a 
single tribe or a coalition of tribes. For example, the Abako (Association des 
Bekongo), led by Joseph Kasavubu, primarily represents the Bakongo tribes; the 
Fun (Parti de 1'Unité Nationale) ie backed by the Bangnla tribes; and the 
Union Mongo by the Mongo ethnic group. The Union Congolaise, one of the first 
Gongolese political parties, was almost wiped out in the December 1959 elections 
because it lacked a tribal base. 


Most of the people of the Congo speak Bantu dialects; hovever, vith some 
exceptions, they are no more mutually understandable than are English and 
German. Four of the Bantu dialects are understood over fairly wide areas and 
by people of a number of tribes. Lingala has become the language of commerce 
along the benks of the Congo River as far inland as Stanleyville and is taught 
to all recruits of the Force Publique. A degraded form of Swahili, the lingua 
franca of East Africa, is epoken in the eastern Congo. Kikongo is the speech 
‘of the lover Congo and Baluba of Kasai snd part of Katanga. 


The basic form of settlement in the Congo is the agricultural village based 
on subsistence farming. A settlement may range in size fron a hamlet with per- 
haps no more than a half-dozen families to an agglomeration with several hundred 
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individuals. Under traditional methods of farming the soil is quickly exhausted 
and the village is shifted to a new site, where the process is repeated. Even- 
tually, as the soil recovers its productivity, the Village may return to ite 
original site. Villages dependent on hunting, fishing, and grazing also shift 
‘their locations as the available resources are depleted. 


Traditionally, the primary occupations have been subsistence farming, hunt- 
ing, and fishing. As recently as 19k0, only 19 percent of the adult mle Afri- 
cans had been absorbed into the modern economy. By the end of 1957, however, 
the proportion had risen to 37 percent as rural villagers were attracted by 
varied labor demands of the mines, plantations, and large cities. The strong 
cityward Grift has resulted in an impressive urban growth, but the preponderance 
of young men in the cities and women in the rural areas hae created new social 
‘and econamie problems. In 1945, less than 10 percent of the African population 
lived in the non-rural centers. By 1958, the percentage had increased to about 
23 percent. 


‘Te average Congolese has had little or no formal education, seldon going 
beyond the primary grades. As of March 1960, there was not a Congolese in the 
Congo who was a doctor, lawyer, or engineer; only about 10 Congolese were uni- 
versity graduates, and less than 500 Congolese students were enrolled in the 
‘two recently established local universities. Probably no more than 75 Con- 
golese students were in schools abroad. Most of the workers are still unskilled 
and able to use only the simplest of tools. Nurbering in the thousands, however, 
is a recently urbanized group that has learned to use and maintain relatively 
complicated modern rachinery and has attained a standard of production varying 
from 50 to 70 percent of that of European workers. 


Economy 

The economy of the Congo is sustained by mineral production and associated 
metallurgical plants and by commercial agriculture. The majority of the Con- 
golese continue to live at a eubsistence or near-subsistence level, contribut- 
ing Little to and drawing Little upon the potential weslth of the nation. This 
wealth is primarily located in the mincral-producing Katanga Province, in the 
extwene southeast. 


The mineral and metallurgical industries in 1959 employed roughly 10 percent: 
of the vage-earning labor force, but accounted for 62 percent of the total value 
of all exports. In the 1954-58 period, the Congo produced 72 percent of the 
world's industrial diamonds, 60 percent of the ecbalt (mine basis), 10 percent 
of the beryl, 10 percent of the tantalum-columbiwn concentrates, 8 percent of 
the tin (mine basis), 7 percent of the copper, and significant amounts of ger- 
manium and uraniua. Copper was the largest single source of foreign exchange. 
The bulk of these materials were exported by rail to the Portuguese ports of 
Iobito in Angola and Beira in Mozambique in preference to the costly internal 
rail-and-vater route to the port of Matadi within the Congo. 


The wide range of climates in the Congo permite the growing of » variety of 
crops. The typical monotonous climate of the tropics prevails throughout the 
country, but latitude and altitude introduce discernible variations. Only the 
area within 3 or 4 degrees north and south of the equator is without some dry 
weather, but real dry seasons occur in the extreme north (December through 
February) and in the south (May through Octcber). Annual rainfall is not high 
for the tropics -- 50 inches in the south and 70 inches in the north. Daily 
maximum temperatures generally reach the high 60's or low 90's, except in the 
eastern highlands, where both temperature and humidity are lover. 


As of 1959 the agricultural sector of the modern economy employed almost 3 
times as many wage earners as the mining industry and provided 38 percent of 
the total value of all exports -- primarily palm oil, coffee, cotton, and rubber. 
Of these only palm oil comprises 4 significant share of the world's agricultural 
production. Under Belgian administration, the Congo had the most efficient 
ojl-palm industry in Africa and exported well over 25 percent of the world's 
supply. Coffee production has increaged rapidly during the past 2 decades and 
could continue to increase tf current markets for coffee are maintained and the 
extension of credit continues. Cotton, the third most valuable export crop, is 
important primarily as a "civilizing agent" through which Congolese families 
are introduced to money economy. ‘The production of rubber, the fourth ranking 
export crop, has increased greatly; and, although the Congolese cultivated only 
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17 percent of the acreage in bearing trees in 1957, they ommed 50 percent of the 
acreage in young trees. 


The majority of the Congolese, however, continue to be subsistence farmers 
who raise minioc, plantains, maize, and rice. Except in northern Kivu Province, 
uanioe is the dominant food crop throughout the Congo. Other major food crops 
inelude plantains in Orientale and northern Kivu, msize in southern Kasei, and 
rice in northern Kasai, eastern Kivu, and Orientale, Despite the possession of 
large areas suitable for cattle raising, the Congo has proportionally fewer 
cattle than neighboring countries, and stock raising among the Congolese has 
Jagged behind that of the Belgian colon. 


Transportation 

Major lines of internal commmication are commonly a combination of river, 
rail, and road transport that necessitates numerous transshipments during the 
course of a single journey. 


The heart of the Congo is @ large central basin ringed with higher ground 
except for the narrow gap in the west through which the Congo River reaches the 
sea. The Congo-Lualaba and the Congo-Kasai river systems drain an area of 
nearly 1.5 million square miles, but river courses are interrupted by falls and 
rapids that reduce their value as economical inland waterways. Even the lover 
Congo, the outlet for this vast river system, is interrupted by 32 cataracts 
with a combined drop of 870 feet between Leopoldville and Matedi. 


Through transportation to coastal ports is possible only by traversing the 
territory of other nations. Most sizable centers of population and industry 
have developed along the 9,000 miles of navigable inland waterways that serve 
all but the extreme southern and northeastern sections of the country. The 
Congo-Lualaba river system is the major avenue of transport to the north and 
east, the Congo-Kasei syste to the southwest. On some waterways, seasonal 
fluctuations of the water level can be as mich as 18 feet, and transport’ is 
frequently restricted cr interrupted during the dry season. Although the Congo 
below Leopoldville is not navigable, the important routes from Leopoldville to 
Stanleyville via the Congo River and from Leopoldville to Port Francgui via the 
Congo and Kasei Rivers are navigable without interruption the year round. 


The railroads of the Congo were constructed to Link navigable sections of 
river or to reach areas without navigable waterways and do not provide uninter- 
vupted through routes. The 3,000 miles of narrow-gauge railroad are all single 
tracked and are characterized by steep grades, sharp curves, and mmerous 
bridges. Traffic on railroads is interrupted by landslides and washouts and by 
low water on connecting inland waterways. Because no alternate routes exist, 
rerouting is impossible when interruptions occur. In addition to the direct 
rail line to Lobito in Angola, which carries 56 percent of the mineral exports 
of the Katanga, the southern Congo is connected by rail with the ports of Beira 
and Lourenco Marques, Mozambique, on the Indian Ocean, and with ports of the 
Union of South Africa. Only by transshipment over inland waterways can rail 
cargoes from the Katanga reach Matadi, the largest deep water port in the Congo, 
or Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika, on the Indian Ocean. 


Highway transport occupies an imprtant supplementary position in the econo- 
ny of the country. The 86,000 miles of highways are used primrily for hauling 
ores and minerals to railheads or river porte and for short-distance movement 
of agriculture] products. The Belgien Government's economic policy favored de- 
Velopment of inland vatervays and rail links rather than a system of national 
highways ina modern sense. Poor road foundations, narrow roads and bridges, 
and numerous ferry crossings limit long distance highway traffic. A few rosds 
in the vicinity of Leopoldville, Matadi, Elizabethville, and Bukavu have paved 
surfaces, but most highways are, at best, graveled and may be impassable at 
‘times during the rainy season. Detours around obstructions are often impracti- 
eal because of soft grougd, Jungle foliage, or rough terrain. 


Air transportation has beer. of growing importance, particularly for Buro- 
peans, and has served to complement rather than compete with rail and water 
routes, Three of the airfields are capable of handling the largest of jet 
transports and a total of 37 localities were served by scheduled flights of 
De-3's or larger aircraft. The remainder of the more than 200 air facilities 
are snail strips used for air ambulance, charter service, and private flying. 
Few airfields are equipped with lights and many of the smaller ones are not 
usable during wet weather. 
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1. Subject of Proposed Project: The Republic of the Congo 


2. Statement of Problems To revemp CIA/RR GM 60-3, same title. 


3. Requester:  Self-Initiated. 
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MINUTES OF GEOGRAPHY DIVISION STAFF MEETING 21 October 1960 


‘ 


1. Rew Building 


New furniture and other details connected with the new building were 
dlseussed, 


2. Annexes to Trip Reports 
The Annexes to Trip Reports prepared by some of the IGU attendees 


were very favorably received by DD/P, who asked that we report similar 
personality information when opportunities offer. 


3. CIA/RR GMts 

Republic of the Congo: OCI has transmitted its compliments on this 
Jatest GN. OCT also inquired whether a similar sort of report on Rhodesia 
is being contemplated. 

Laos: Discussion of a redo of the Laos GM brought out that GG/F is 
giving thought to a report on the area involving part of Laos and part 
£ Vietnam. 
kh. Status of tha UGF Campaign 

As of 11 October the status was: DD/I 53%; DD/P 37%; and DD/S 53%. 
5. Miscelisneous 25X1A 


Movie on Operation Abolition:  2.skec for a list of those 
whe have not attended this movie. 


Agency Mid-Career Intelligence Course: The first run of this course 


will be from Monday, 2 Qetober, through Friday, November. The following 


will attend: 
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Approved For Release 2000/05/31-7-G1A-RP84-00825R000100350001 -7 


ort 


prema cos neem = 


fee Steere aaa erne 


Spr cre eer om ree nae 


“Approved For Release 2000/0873 #401 A RDRB4-0Q825R000100350001-7. 


28 cotober 1960 
MERAMAA FOR: Chief, Publications Steff, ORR 
SRR: Chief, Geographic Research Area STATINTL 
aUBIECT: Memorandun of Appreciation -- eee 


STATINTL 


devere) projects vetertakn in recent vets tave portrayed 
een in acy ak Gale your torial staff in Seegraphy 
hivisto:. Se proses vere the Fotlotes 


STATINTL 


Tein was & ! % project much of whose success 
STATINTL i 


ae oe. 


b. OP 60-105:1, Brief on Bthtopin 
Teie praject yas also difficult in that it ipvolved an 
and an experimental of 


STATINTL 


one , Whdeh was recently coordinated with 


you, is a tribute pers! to recognize = PE CT ATINTL 
tdea thet + eahane witthications effech? rence 


_STATINTL 2. I wish to express my appreciation | ia 
MMII for the scocaplistmects acted above and seo Fort con~ 
root pani ine performance in editing other Geography Division publi- 


STATINTL 


Chief, Geography Division 


Distribution: 
. and 1 - Addressee 


Grig 
Approved For csc 000/05/31 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100350001 -7 
Cra INTERNAL USE ONLY 


a eT SeE-C-R-E-T | 
- Approved For Relegse 2000/05/31 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100350001-7 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Geography Division, ORR 


. 


Project Initiation Memorandum 
To: Chief, Geographic Research Project No.: 62.1874 


From: Chief, Geography Division Date: 16 SEP 1960 


1. Subject of Propored Project: Republic of the Congo. 

2. Statement of Problem: 
To summarize the basic information on the Congo under the headings: 
Physical Basis, Economy, Transportation, and Population. Mape on the 
following will be a part of the study: Terrein and vegetation; staple 


food crops; minerals and transportation; population distribution; and 
political affiliation of ethnic groups. 


25X1A 
3. Requester: Ch/G 


4. Responsible Analyst and Branch: aT) GG/N 
S- Kind and Extent of Cooperation Desired from: 

a. Other Divisions of the G Area: 

Maps to be prepared by D/GC. 

b. Outside CIA: Department of State. 
6. Estimated Man Hours in D/GG: 150 
7- Probable Completion Date: 30 September 1960 
8. Probable Form of Final Publication: CIA/RR GM é. O- TF 
9. Recommendations Regarding Distribution of Finished Report: 


25X1A Six-panel layout planned -- three for maps and three for text. 25X1A 


10. Comments: A sample of the planned layout will be brought over for 
- yeview in a few days. 
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